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low s Contribution to Middle Western 
Literature.* 
BY JOHN T. FREDERICK, 

Editor of The Midiand. 





"> From the standpoint of art, America 
is young. Indeed, we are likely to for- 
pet how short is the time since our na- 
tional existence began, and to think 
‘that we have or should have, already, 
amature American art. In Oakland 
Cemetery, at Iowa City, is the grave 
of aman who was born in New Jersey 
fae. As a boy he saw the returning 

s of the Revolution. He died 
- inTowa in 1850, so that men yet living 
knew him in their boyhood, and _ re- 
__ § member his reminiscences of the end of 
= the Revolution. Thus the span of two 

othe lives reaches back to the very 
beginning of our nation’s history. Yet 
in that brief space how tremendous 
been our material expansion. It 

is little wonder that our artists have 
















*Read at second Colfax meeting I. L. A., October 12, 1916. 


failed for the most part to keep pace 
with our progress in other directions; 
much less have they been able to reduce 
that progress to the material of art. 


The history of literary endeavor in 
Iowa extends over barely seventy-five 
years. Within the lifetimes of men of 
my acquaintance was published the 
first volume of poetry written in Iowa. 
It is not surprising that the story which 
we have to trace is one of promise and 
prospect rather than of final and def- 
inite achievement. With the first 
years of literary activity in Iowa began 
the production of a mass of writing 
which possesses little or no intrinsic 
merit, and which is of interest to the 
literary historian simply as the reflee- 
tion of the aspirations and ideals of cer- 
tain American men and women. ,This 
production of relatively unimportant 
material has continued with steadily in- 
creasing profusion until the present 
day. Yet mingled with it, and often- 
times well-nigh submerged by it, there 
has appeared, more or less infrequently 
work of’ positive merit and permanent 
appeal. It is the purpose of this dis- 
cussion to mention a few instances of 
this more satisfying fruition of the lit- 
erary impulse, and to suggest certain 
conclusions from the whole matter. 

Among the earliest examples of lit- 
erary achievement at all worthy of no- 
tice are certain narratives to be found 
in the first volumes of the Annals of 
Iowa, the publication of our Historical 
Department. Picturesque phases of the 
early history of our state here are 
treated with the fidelity to detail of eye- 








witnesses, and with a certain naive sim- 
plicity which is refreshing and enjoy- 
able. One of the best of these narra- 
tives is the graphic story of ‘‘The Exe- 
eution of Patrick O’Connor at the Du- 
buque Lead Mines,’’ found in volume 
three of the Annals. The writer pic- 
tures the operation of justice on Iowa 
soil before the territorial government 
was organized, when there was no tri- 
bunal but that constituted by the set- 
tlers themselves. There is something 
highly impressive in this unconscious 
literary achievement. 

Nothing of greater importance than 
these early narratives was contributed 
to the history of Iowa literature dur- 
ing what we may eall its first period. 
that preceding the Civil War. The 
most able men of those days were too 
much occupied with the preblems of 
subduing the prairie, and bringing 
order out of the chaos of pioneer society, 
to divert their energies to extensive 
literary endeavor. This preoccupation 
in the affairs of the moment is even 
more evident in the second period of 


. our literary history, that contemporan- 


eous with the Civil War. It is hard 
for us of the younger generation to 
realize how completely the lives of our 
fathers and grandfathers were domin- 
ated by that great struggle. Its over- 
shadowing prominence in the minds 
and hearts of Iowans may be suggested 
by the fact that our state sent a greater 
proportion of her able-bodied men to 
the front than did any other Northern 
commonwealth. Iowa threw her whole 
strength into the conflict. It is small 
wonder that she produced little in a 
literary way during those four terri- 
ble years. This little is of peculiar in- 
terest, however, as a reflection of the 
war in its personal and local phases. 
With the coming of reconstruction 
days, Iowa’s literature entered upon a 
new phase. The political and commer- 
cial problems of the time became the 
subjects of literary effort. Many of 
the productions of this period possess 
some general significance because they 
express the middle Western view of 
certain national questions. Others deal 































with matters of merely local or seetig 
interest. Of course there was oe 
ional work of real worth mingled 7" 
this flood of relatively unimport 
material. But for the most ‘part the 
level of the period was depressing 
Ever since the Civil War, at least 2 
very recent years, politics and j 
try have been dominating notes in Io 
literature. In the first generation aft in 
the war, our writers very seldom ej 
rose above these themes, or tre 
them with sufficient creative power te 
transform them into anything: wort 
the name of art. But at the begin 
of the last decade of the century, a 
foree began to be apparent. 
The period characterized by this 
impulse is best denominated as that 
the Midland Monthly, the magazi 
which was published in Des Moines by 
Johnson Brigham from 1894 to 1899, 
The period had really been initiated 
by the appearance of Octave Thar 
‘Knitters in the Sun’’ in 1887, and” 
Hamlin Garland’s ‘‘Main Traveled 
Roads’’ in 1890, and its. achiever 
somewhat outlived the Mont 
Nevertheless, that magazine typifies 
us of today all that is best in the period,” 
indeed, all that is best in Iowa’s com 
tribution to middle Western literatu 
up to the present years. 
The Midland Monthly was an i. 
tious attempt, on the part of a middle 
Western publication, to compete 
the best New York and New Eng 
magazines. It was primarily inten 
for wide appeal. It had illustrati 
and included material calculated to 
terest a large number of readers. 
haps its greatest importance consi 
in the resulting large extent of its se 
ice. By virtue of its wide circulati 
the Midland Monthly aroused in t 
sands of middle Western homes a 
of the permanent need for art in 
dle Western life, and inspired a bel 
in the ultimate fulfillment of that1 
Yet the Midland Monthly escaped 
remarkable degree the vices of the pop 
ular magazine. It maintained steadil 
worthy literary ideals. Its mam 
ment throughout its history was 
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by a fine devotion to the cause 
rature in Iowa and the middle 
} It performed a real and great 
‘wrvice for its own time and for times 
Bi come. When the history of middle 
= © western literature in Iowa is written, 
il «© the Midland Monthly will have a large 
| honored place. 
®  Pre-eminent among the writers whose 
‘work was basic in the new period was 
in Garland. He wrote some real 
of more than local and passing 
icance. His importance arises 


¢ from‘ his clear recognition of lit- 
rary material. 


He saw, as none of his 
predecessors or contemporaries saw 
with equal clearness, that the signifi- 
tant point in middle Western life is not 
the factory city or the country town, 
put the farm, He wrote of farm folk 
and farm life, as he knew them in his 
bo and young manhood on the 
irie. By his choice of material he 
at once surpassed the other writers of 
histime in the region. This quality was 
rinforeed, moreover, by an extraor- 
dinary passion for truthfulness. He 
had keen insight into the hardness and 
ivation of much of frontier existence: 
set down these things as he saw 
them, without softening and without 
exaggeration. No doubt the harsher 
dements of Iowa life, which are dwelt 
upon in his stories, have passed or are 
passing away. But this only enhances 
the value of his work. In the compact 
realism of certain of his stories, he has 
hardly been surpassed in America. A 
third quality of Hamlin Garland, dis- 
tinguishing him from preceding and 
contemporary middle Western writers 
toa surprising degree, was simply the 
possession of technical skill. His early 
volumes have a large share of the power 
ofa genius in narrative. On the whole, 
it is not too much to say that Hamlin 
Garland’s work constitutes a contribu- 
tion of Iowa to middle Western litera- 
ture, during the nineteenth century, 
which is of positive value and perma- 
nent significance. 
Among Garland’s contemporaries 
were several who attained equal or 
greater prominence during the period 


of the Midland Monthly. It may be 
said of all of these, however, that they 
were lacking in one or more of the 
three qualities noteworthy in Hamlin 
Garland. Either they failed to recog- 
nize the local points in the complex of 
middle Western life; or they failed to 
set down that life with anything ap- 
proaching sincerity and fidelity; or, 
which was most frequently the ease, 
they failed to demonstrate any consist- 
ent mastery of their art. None the less, 
they and their period are significant. 
Their work constituted, by its wide va- 
riety and extent, its occasional excel- 
lence, and its popularity, a rather gen- 
eral elevation of the political and eco- 
nomic interests of the time into the 
realm of literature. Indeed, the period 
of the Midland Monthly may be de- 
nominated with approximate accuracy 
as that of the artistic efflorescence and 
fruition of the industrial and commer- 
cial ideas of the middle West since its 
settlement. The writers of this period 
sought to include literary achievement 
in the commercial exaltation of the 
time. Their work was, for the most 
part, in harmony with the dominant 
commercial ideal, and subservient to it. 
That such an association is not perman- 
ently beneficial or practicable is sug- 
gested by the final discontinuance of 
the Midland Monthly, for financial 
reasons; by the loss of power and sig- 
nificance in the later work of Hamlin 
Garland, and proportionately in the 
work of most of his contemporaries; 
and by the relative sterility of the suc- 
ceeding decade. 

When considerable literary activity 
reappeared, it took a widely different 
direction from that of the typical work 
of the period just discussed. One indi- 
cation of a new viewpoint is to be found 
in some very interesting books of travel 
and description, dealing wholly with 
Iowa, which have been published during 
the last ten years. Prominent among 
these are the four volumes of the series 
by Frederick Lazell, beginning with 
that entitled ‘‘Some Spring Days in 
Iowa.’’ These deal with the familiar 
aspects of the Iowa woods and prairie 





near Cedar Rapids, the writer’s home. 
A bit didactic at time, Lazell’s work 
is none the less of very real interest and 
worthy appeal. It combines a na- 
turalist’s accuracy with an artist’s ap- 
preciation. Another book of allied in- 
terest is Selden L. Whitcomb’s ‘‘Au- 
tumn Notes in Iowa,’’ published in 1914. 
This deals with a wide range of places 
and incidents, and is characterized by 
finely sympathic response to the moods 
of nature. The book should be espe- 
cially attractive to Iowa librarians be- 
cause of the very useful appendices 
which it contains. 

More significant manifestations of 
the new period, if we may eall it such. 
are to be found in poetry and fiction. 
Lewis Worthington Smith was among 
the first to take a place of prominence, 
with his volumes of poetry. His work 
possesses dignity and musical quality, 
and doubtless his best is yet to come. 
In short fiction, Iowa seems to be en- 
tering upon a new birth of interest and 
achievement. We have one short story 
writer, Walter J. Muilenburg, who has 


as yet published only a few stories, of 
whom the Literary Editor of the Boston 
Transcript has said, ‘‘he is already more 
of an artist than Hamlin Garland ever 


was.’’ But the pre-eminent figure in 
our literary situation at the present day 
is that of a poet, Arthur Davison Ficke 
of Davenport. Mr. Ficke is generally 
recognized as one of the greatest of the 
younger American poets. His work is 
characterized by significant thought 
and superlative mastery of the medium 
of expression. It constitutes Iowa’s 
chief claim to a portion of the modern 
interest in the middle West as a liter- 
ary center aroused by the work of 
John G. Neihardt, William Ellery Leon- 
ard, Edgar Lee Masters, Carl Sand- 
burg and the numerous other writers 
who are producing noteworthy poetry 
in this region. 

The Midland is to be regarded as 
merely a modest contribution to the 
complex of new literary activity in 
Iowa and the middle West. It is not 
a commercial enterprise, nor is it en- 
dowed; no person connected with it 


receives any money for his services, 
will have accomplished its purpose jf 
it helps in some slight way to arons 
literary consciousness and inspire jj, 
erary expression in our region, ang 
hence in the country at large. ’ 
The day of keen artistic conscious. 
ness and of adequate expression 
come. Whether The Midland has 
share in it or not, and whether 


will come when the people of the = 
dle West will realize what is great ip 
their life, and will express that greaj 
ness. Inevitably men will turn i: 
the accumulation of the goods that per. 
ish to the achievement of the works 
that last. A 
In the bringing of that day the 
librarians of Iowa can have an import 
ant part. It consists in recognition of 
Iowa’s past and present li 
achievement, slight though it may be, 
and in such emphasis upon it as shall 
arouse general interest and tend to 
evoke literary consciousness. We may 
well believe that when our people be 
come aware of the possibility for art 
in our lives, and conscious of the need 
for it, the achievement will follow. 





Some Iowa Books for Iowa Libraries 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Marple, Alice, Iowa Authors and 
Their Works. State Historical De 
partment. 1914. 
TIIsTorYy 
Publications of the State Historical 
Society, including The Iowa Jour. 
nal of History and Politics. 
Publications of the State Historical 
Department, including The Annals 
of Iowa. 
Dye, Eva Emery, The Conquest. Me 
Clurg. 1902. 
Parish, John Carl, The Man with the 
Iron Hand. Houghton. 1913. 
Sabin, Henry & E. L., The Making 
of Iowa. Flannagan. 1906. 
Salter, William, Iowa, The First Free 
State in the Louisiana Purchase’ 
McClurg. 1905. ®t 
County Histories. 
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“qpavan, DESCRIPTION AND Essays 


Lazell, Frederick, Some Winter Days 
in lowa. Torch Press. 1907. 

—Some Spring Days in Iowa. Torch 
Press. 1908. 

—Some Summer Days in Iowa. Torch 
Press. 1909. 

—Some Autumn Days in Iowa. Torch 


Press. 1911. 


" Macbride, Thomas H., On the Cam- 


pus. Torch Press. 1916. 


Whitcomb, Selden L., Autumn Notes 


in Iowa. Torch Press. 1914. 
ON 
Pdariand, Hamlin, Main-Traveled 

Roads. Macmillan. 1890-8. 

—Prairie Folks. Macmillan. 1892-8. 

—Rose of Dutcher’s Coolly. Mac- 
millan. 1895-8. 

—Boy Life on the Prairie. Macmillan. 
1899. 

—Other Main-Traveled Roads. Har- 
per. 1910. 

Thanet, Octave (Alice French), Knit- 
ters in the Sun. Houghton. 1887. 

—Stories of a Western Town. Scrib- 
ner. 1893. 

—Heart of Toil. Seribner. 1898. 

—Stories that End Well. Bobbs- 
Merrill. 1911. 

PorTRY AND DRAMA 

Byers, S. H. M., Poems. Neale. 1914. 

Ficke, Arthur Davison, The Happy 
Princess. Small, Maynard. 1907. 

—The Breaking of Bonds. Sherman, 
French. 1910. 

—Mr. Faust. Kennerley. 1913. 


- —Sonnets of a Portrait Painter. Ken- 


nerly. 1914. 

—The Man on the Hilltop. Kennerly. 
1915. 

Smith, Lewis Worthington, God’s 
Sunlight. Crowell. 1901. 

—In the Furrow. Baker-Trisler. 1906. 

Ships in Port. Putnams. 1916. 


District Meetings. 

The meeting places and chairmen for 
the district meetings of the Iowa 
library Association for 1917 are ‘as 
follows : 

Northwest—Storm Lake, Miss Eliza- 
beth Walpole, Storm Lawe, April 24th. 





Southwest—Corning, Miss Helena Le- 
Fevre, Indianola, May 4th. 

Middlewest—Ames, Miss Isabella Hop- 
per, Fort Dodge, April 25th. 

Northeast—Dubuque, Miss Mary E. 
Kingsbury, Hampton, May Ist. 

Middle-East—Cedar Rapids, Miss El- 
len G. Stocker, Muscatine, Apri! 26th. 

Southeast—F airfield, Miss May B. 
Ditch, Otumwa, May 3d. 


The meetings will be held the last 
week in April and the first in May. 
Special notices of meeting places and 
dates will be mailed at an early date to 
all libraries in the state. It is hoped 
that the places which have been selected 
will make the meeting accessible to 
every library in the state, and even now 
librarians and trustees should begin to 
plan to attend the nearest meeting. 

The train servite in all places is such 
as to make convenient a morning and 
afternoon session and allow visitors to 
return home the same day. 

The programs this year will include 
fewer topics and ample time wil! be 
given for book talks and the discussion 
of questions presented by the librarians 
present. 





Iowa Library Association. 
1917 Meeting. 


The success of the last two annual 
meetings has convinced everybody that 
the attendance depends upon the loca- 
tion. If this is true the success of the 
meeting next fall is practically assured 
for the place chosen is Iowa City. This 
was the unanimous decision of the exe- 
cutive board at their meeting in Des 
Moines, the latter part of January. The 
time is set for October 9th-11th. 

Besides being easily accessible Iowa 
City offers all the advantages and at- 
tractions of the State University all of 
which have been set forth in most 
cordial invitations. The hotel accom- 
modations are extra good. A splendid 
auditorium as well as rooms for round 
tables and publicity purposes have al- 
ready been engaged. The program is 
under way, and altogether the prospect 











is bright for a profitable and enjoyable 
meeting. 

The annual dues of $1.00 should be 
sent at once to the treasurer, Miss Fan- 
nie Wolfe, Public Library, Cedar Rap- 
ids. Every library worker in Iowa, 
trustees not excepted, should be a mem- 
ber of the association whether attend- 
ance at the meeting is possible or not. 
It is the custom in some libraries to in- 
elude the annual dues of the trustees 
in the library budget. Why not make 
the plan state-wide? Then the Iowa 
Library Association would have a def- 
inite fund. The program committee 
would not be so handicapped in secur- 
ing speakers. 

At the meeting this year a special 
effort will be made to reach the prob- 
lems and difficulties of the small li- 
braries as well as the large ones. Ev- 
ery library in the state should be repre- 
sented by as many as can possibly at- 
tend. 

Ione Armstrong, 


President. 





Iowa Summer Library School. 


The sixteenth session of the Iowa 
Summer Library School at the State 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, will be 
held June 18 to July 27. Miss Harriet 
E. Howe of Western Reserve Univer- 
sity will direct the course. While never 
losing sight of the problems facing a 
_ small public library, the work this year 
will dwell considerably upon the rela- 
tion of the library to the school. Miss 
Blanche V. Watts of Spencer will give 
instruction in Cataloging and Refer- 
ence, and Miss Grace Shellenberger, 
Librarian of State Institutions, will give 
the three weeks’ course in Children’s 
Literature, July 9 to 27. Special lec- 
tures from visiting librarians are plan- 
ned, and definite announcement for 
library days will be made later. It has 
become a custom to hold a reunion of 
summer school students at this time. 

Write Miss Jane E. Roberts, Univer- 
sity Library, Iowa City, for further 
particulars and for application blanks. 


How the Chariton Boys and Girlg 
a Library. 4 

‘‘Here you are boys and girls, ag 
enough club, and you and your bp 
ers and sisters and cousins and frien 
ean beiong FREE! It is to be esi 
the ‘Library Reading Club,’ and # 
what you must do to join. Sign yop 
name in the club book, which 
at the top of the page, ‘I hemp 
promise to read five books from 
Chariton Library before Septem) 
first.’ The boys and girls who } 
members of this club are to build, 
library. A building has come to gm 
library without any bricks, for # 
brick-layers struck ‘before it wag f, 
ished so it was decided to ask the boy 
and girls of Chariton to brick 4 
buildng before fall. This is the 
you can do it. We have the bricks, nig 
red ones, at the library, and for eye 
story book that you read after you 
come a member of the club, 0 
with your name and the name of th 
book you have read written on it y 
be put in place on the building ¥ 
you read a book that tells about h 
dians and Indian life; a book aboit 
children in other countries ; a book that 
tells how to make and do things; a book 
about great men and women and 
many others just as interesting, 
bricks with your name on them will k 
placed on the library. Then if yo 
read one book from a special list that 
the librarian has, THREE bricks wih 
your name on them will be put in place 
on the library. To become a member 
of the club you only have to read fire 
books, but we are all anxious to # 
who will have the most bricks when th 
library is completed.’’ 

To this invitation published in th 
Chariton papers late in June, one hm 
dred children responded. Each ¢ 
was anxious to have as many bricks! 
possible on the building hence @ 
‘‘white labeled’’ books were in grel 
demand. Also the list of classics i 
the older boys and girls cireulatt 
freely. When the library building 
completed in late October, there wer 
over seven hundred and fifty bricks 
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' wsed for roof and base. 


. - poxes, 20 inches long and 10 inches 


wide. The lower parts were fitted to- 
gether and fastened with paper fasten- 
ers. The lids, four inches deep, were 
One side of 
the base was let down to form a lawn 
and brick entrance. The lid used for 
the roof was split at each corner and 
each was held apart by heavy, two 
inch triangular pieces that were fitted 
in and made to look like stone cornices. 
In this way the sides of the roof were 
slanted. The rest of the roof was cov- 
ered with red paper and lined with 
black ink to look as though it were 
thatched. 

Windows and double doors covered 
with tissue paper, an entrance of pil- 
lars and vines cut from a magazine and 
tiny window flower boxes made the 
building attractive to the children. The 
bricks used were 1% in. by % in. and 
were marked with black ink on heavy 
red paper so when cut were edged m 
black. They were fitted together as 
they are on a building. Large white 
pillars, a fire-place and miniature furni- 
ture completed the building on the in- 
side. It was illuminated by an electric 
light placed inside which added greatly 
to its attractiveness. 

Eleanor La Mar. 


Iowa Library Quarterly, 
Volume Seven. 

With the October-November-Decem- 
ber number the Jowa Library Quarterly 
completed its seventh volume which in- 
cludes the sixteen numbers of 1913, 
1914,1915 and 1916. In the July- 
August-September number the librar- 
jans were exhorted to preserve all 
numbers of the Quarterly and bind each 
volume as it is completed. 

Again the librarians are urged to 
look up back numbers of the Quarterly 
make them up into volumes and bind 
at once or wrap carefully and preserve 





until such time as binding can be af- 
forded. Missing numbers to a certain 
extent can be supplied from the Com- 
mission office, but inasmuch as a copy 
of each issue is sent to the library and 
to each of the trustees, making ten in 
all in every community, effort should 
be made to complete the file at home 
before applying to the Commission for 
back numbers. The number printed is 
limited and the supply sent to each 
community is generous. The Index to 
Vol. 7 is mailed with this number. 

This periodical is supplied free to the 
libraries of the state in an attempt to 
furnish inspiration and assistance to 
librarians and library boards, and the 
best appreciation of it which ean be 
shown is to read carefully each num- 
ber, and preserve in permanent form 
for many of the articles will bear re- 
reading. A few such are the following: 

A. L. A. Booklist (Ed) 122, 237. 

Binding in a small library (Whar- 
ton) 133. 

A few suggestions for stretching the 
book fund (Ed.) 71. ; 

Girl's reading club, Council Bluffs 
(Fuller) 252. 

How shall we select our books? (Bas- 
com) 65, 

How to 
(Drake) 145. 

How to make geography interesting 
(LeFevre) 251. 

Library signboards (Vermont Libra- 
ry Bulletin) 96. 

Local historical materials (Harlan) 
149. 
One ‘‘time saver’’ (Armstrong) 250. 

Pubiic documents in a small library 
(Armstrong) 103. 

Pupil in the public library (Wiscon- 
sin Library Bulletin) 203. 

Quality of fiction (Bostwick) 69. 

Quotation from William Dean How- 
ells, 139. 

Suggestions for the beginning of a 
story hour in the small library (Shellen- 
berger) 100. 

Suggestions for a library survey 
(North Carolina Library Bulletin) 168. 

Year’s work (Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin) 249. 


increase your tax levy 





Midwinter Meetings. 


The midwinter meetings of the A. L. 
A. Council and League of Library Com- 
missions held in Chicago, December 28- 
30, were unusually interesting, the sub- 
jects of Valuation of Library Books and 
Standardization of Library Service dis- 
cussed in the Council and Certification 
of Librarians and Summer School Train- 
ing in the League causing spirited dis- 
cussion. 

The officers elected by the League 
were: President Mrs. Elizabeth Clay- 
pool Earl, Indiana; First Vice-Presi- 
dent Mrs. Minnie C. Budlong, North 
Dakota; Second Vice-President Miss 
Rebecca W. Wright, Vermont, and 
member of the Executive Committee, 
Miss Minnie W. Leatherman, North 
Carolina. The Secretary, Mr. Henry N. 
Sanborn, holds office for another year. 

A number of Iowa librarians were in 
attendance and according to their cus- 
tom dined together one evening. The 
following, now or formerly engaged in 
library work in Iowa, participated: 
Miss Maria C. Brace, Miss Jeannette 
M. Drake, Mrs. Nellie Sawyer, Miss 
Jane E. Roberts, Mrs. A. J. Barkley, 
Mrs. Thos. B, Jennings, Mr. Charles 
E. Rush, Miss E. Joanna Hagey, Miss 
Julia A. Robinson, Miss Alice S. Tyler, 
Miss Harriet E. Howe, Miss Ruth M. 
Willard, Miss Alma Penrose, Mr. Mal- 
colm G. Wyer and Miss Linn Jones. 

Louisville was selected by the Execu- 
tive Board as the place of meeting for 
the A. L. A. in 1917 on June 21-27. 





Why Not Your Town Also? 


The Grinnell Society of Fine Arts was 
organized last October. Its purpose, 
in brief, is to bring worthy exhibitions 
to the city and to stimulate creative 
art in its many forms. The plan of 
organization was to secure twenty 
guarantors originally and immediately 
add as many members as could be se- 
cured in the town. 

While the temporary organization 
Was in progress arrangements were 
completed with the Chicago Art Insti- 


tute for Extension Lectures and es | 


hibitions. In December the genera] 
sociation met, elected permanent offic. — 
ers and got down to the year’s work 
At this time 230 active members 
signed. 

The program up to next June pro- 4 
vided for a three days’ Institute the 
second week in January; an exhibition 
of Sculpture and Industrial ‘Art t 
gether with lectures by Miss Bonnie — 
Snow of Newark, N. J., in March; q ~ 
lecture by Dr. Gunsaulus in March; ang_ 
an extensive Local Arts and Crafts ex. 
hibit in May. : 

The January Institute consisted of — 
thirty paintings loaned by the Art Ine 
stitute and five lectures by Ross Crane _ 
This was successful beyond any antic. 
ipation. <A large lodge hall on the — 
main street was rented but after the © 
first morning there was no time when _ 
it was not comfortably filled with vis. 
itors and during lecture hours it was _ 
not unusual for a hundred or more peo © 
ple to be turned away or packed in the — 
passageways. The membership was in- 
creased to 440. Two conspicuous things — 
in this institute were the part taken by 
the school people and the support given — 
by the two local papers. 

It is worthy of note that this organ- 
ization was one of the whole town, al- 
most one of the street. About the only 
direct relation with the college con- 
sisted of the fact that the college li- — 
brarian was president. z 


What was done here can be done in > 


almost any town in Iowa. It is import- — 


ant, first of all, to convince people that — 
you can give them something, that 
several hundred working together can 


bring exhibitions worth while at no 
cost except the annual membership — 
fee, then make the exhibitions free to 
everyone and not talk about money. 

In Grinnell, it is only rarely that any-~ 
thing has brought the whole town to ~ 
gether as this has. Nearly seventy-five © 


qj 


people are working on committees and ~ 


é 


together there is great enthusiasm for 
the rest of the year’s work. 
L. L. Dickerson. 
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Functions of a Public Library. 
' The many functions of the modern 
public library are set forth in a leaflet 
jssued by the library in Davenport, un- 
‘der the caption *‘I Am the Public 














Iam the storehouse of knowledge in 
this city. 

I am opportunity. 

Iam the continuation school for all. 

Jhold within myself the desires, 
hopes, theories, philosophies, impres- 
sions, doctrines, culture, attainments, 
experiences and science of all ages. 

Tam a house of wisdom and an in- 
stitution of happiness. 

Iam supported by the people for the 
people. 

I offer you the opportunity to know 
all there is to know about your work. 

I am for those who would enjoy fic- 
tin, poetry, philosophy, biography, or 
Jlearn more about business, trade and 
seience. 

I have books for all tastes and needs 
and creeds. 

Iam free to the public to profit from 
and enjoy. 
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Iowa Stories. 


Many children’s librarians doubtless 
have had the experience of being asked 
again and again for material on Iowa 
history for use in the lower grades and 
will I am sure be glad to learn of the 
little book of Iowa Stories that has just 
been issued by the Clio Press at Iowa 
City for 45e. 


It is a most attractive little volume, 
well bound, beautifully printed, with 
contents as appealing as the quaint log 
cabin on its cover. The First Roads, 
Dillon’s Furrow, Pushing the Indians 
Out of Iowa, Living on Game, The 
Stage and Mail Coach, are a few of the 
topies. The life in the frontier home is 
portrayed; descriptions are given of 
the tall, knife-edged slough grass, and 
the prairie flowers. Indeed the whole 
book is filled with fascinating true de- 
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tails—the theft by the little girl hungry 
for white bread, the traders’ tricking of 
Clark the ferryman, and the Indian’s 
farewell to the baby of Patrick Smith. 

The connection of the author, Dr. 
Clarence Ray Aurner, with the State 
Historical Society insures the accuracy 
of the work, and his experience in 
school supervision has enabled him to 
adapt it in style and vocabulary to the 
needs of the third and fourth grades. 
It will be valuable both for school use 
and for general reading. It is a book 
no library should be without, and 1 
think that children and other librarians 
will be glad, that the cover says ‘‘ Book 
One.”’ 

Gertrude Howell, 
Children’s Librarian, 

Iowa City. 





The Iowa Library Commission and the 
Legislature. 


Early in the session of the 37th Gen- 
eral Assembly, for reasons unknown, a 
sub-committee was appointed in the 
Committee on Retrenchment and Re- . 
form to draw up a bill to abolish the 
Library Commission, whether by anni- 
hilation or consolidation was not appar- 
rent. Either would be a backward step 
for Iowa, for if consolidation meant a 
reduction in appropriation and office 
foree—which could have been its only 
excuse—it would have badly crippled 
the work of the Commission with the 
public libraries of the state, as well as 
the Traveling Library. 

The opposition to any change, which 
was emphatically expressed by public li- 
braries, women’s clubs, Traveling Li- 
brary borrowers and others, evidently 
convinced the members of the legisla- 
ture of the estimation in which this 
Commission is held, and up to the time 
of going to press with this number of 
the Quarterly no bill has been intro- 
duced, and with adjournment so near it 
seems that the danger, is passed of any 
change being made at this time. 

















| Library News of the State | 

The annual reports for 1916 of a 
large number of libraries in the state 
appear in local newspapers, many of 
these showing an increase in circula- 
tion over the preceding year. January 
and February reports also show a gain 
over the corresponding months of the 
preceding year and in some libraries 
the largest monthly or daily circulation 
in the history of the libraries. 











Alden—Mrs. Kittie Catlin, librarian, 
previous to moving into the Carnegie 
building, has been reelected to fill the 
‘vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Miss Cora Haeussler. 

Ames—State College—Miss Laird, 
who has served as assistant in the col- 
lege library for some years, has re- 
signed her position and returned to her 
home in Des Moines. 

Anita—The management of the libra- 
ry previously under the Anita Liter- 
ary club has been transferred to a li- 
brary board which has organized by the 
election of the following officers for 
the coming year: Mrs. B. D. Forshay, 
chairman; Mrs. G. E. Goodrich, secre- 
tary ; Mrs. J. A. Linehan, treasurer. 
Mrs. L. J. Hofmeister will continue to 
serve as librarian. 

Bedford—The dedication exercises of 
the new Carnegie building were held on 
Thursday evening, January 25th, in the 
Presbyterian church, a large and in- 
teresting audience being in attendance. 
The program was opened with prayer 
by Rev. C. C. Hatcher, which was fol- 
lowed by music by the Girls’ High 
School Glee club. The presentation of 
keys of the library to the city was made 
by Mr. B. J. Flick, and in accepting 
them Mayor Webb expressed the ap- 
preciation of the public in the work of 
the trustees which made the building 
possible. The address of the evening was 
given by Rev. Levi P. Goodwin. ‘This 
was followed by a reception in the new 
building. The library was opened for 
use on the following day. 
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The building is of brick and ¢ 
and of attractive design. Mr. eo 
Flick is president of the board and M 
Pearl Robinson, librarian. Preyigns 
the opening the librarian was @ 
in organizing the library by Miss Gre 
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Smith of the Library Commission, | ; : 

Bedford has been fortunate in hey 
ing the business men of the im 4 et 
equally interested with the womens s 
the library enterprise, and the i> fee f 
to be congratulated upon the openingsw A 
this beautiful building. ie 

Britt—The contract for the , - 
Carnegie building has been let and joy 9 ° 
will be begun at once. The buildme fl 
which is to be of red brick and Bedfy : e o 
rock 46x46 feet, will be located on Ma th 
street, and is to be completed by D he 
cember, 1917. 

Boone—Miss Rena Ericson, be 
of Senator Ericson whose gift made li 
sible the present library building hy ® J 
now given $25,000 for its enl “ 
The addition will be built on the east of b 
the present structure. The ¢ br 
room will be placed on the ground fip In 
with other rooms which will add to# 
convenience of the library work. On the C 
first floor the reading and refereng : 
rooms will be enlarged and a work room 
added for the convenience of the } “ 
brarian. On the second floor the pl of 
call for an auditorium, a club room, am gi 
gallery, magazine and board room th 
Work will be begun immediately. _ | 

Cedar Rapids—Miss Mary Runkk to 
formerly an assistant in the Wat an 
Public Library. has been added to th Th 
Cedar Rapids Library staff in charge wi 
of the branch ‘and extension work, — 

Centerville—A collection of bills at an. 
old money loaned during January} lib 
Rev. C. H. Morton for exhibition at’ tor 
Drake Library was the source of m ha’ 
interest and attention. Yo 

Chariton—Miss Eleanor LaMar, { 
has served so satisfactorily as libr rst Mz 
for the past year, has resigned to@ig iis! 
a position in the Des Moines Pubit cei 
Library. Her successor has not } Ch 
been selected. suc 

A collection of photographs of th bra 
places and people of Scott’s mow . late 
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ed by Houghton, Mifflin Company 
assachusetts was on exhibition in 


Charles City—A successful and inex- 


ts ive scheme to increase the humid- 


at 


of the atmosphere has recently been 


tried by the Charles City Library. Long, 


shallow, galvanized iron pans were 

ed under each radiator and a small 

kish towel or thick cloth was sus- 
pended by a wire back of the radiator 
with one end in the pan of water, all 
The degree of humidity 
was thus raised from 24 to 57, exactly 


re the right degree. This has added to the 


comfort of the users of the library and 


the better protection of furniture and 


books. 

Clarinda—Miss Maide Baker has 
been appointed librarian of the public 
library and took up her work there on 
January 2nd. Miss Baker is a graduate 
of Simpson College and of the Iowa Li- 
brary Summer School, and has been li- 
brarian of Simpson College Library at 
Indianola for several years. 

Clear Lake—Foundations for the 
‘Carnegie building are now in and the 
work progressing rapidly. The build- 
ing will be 45x60 with 13 foot ceiling 
and full basement. The walls will be 
of pressed brick of two shades. The 
gift from the Carnegie Corporation for 
the erection of the building is $10,000. 

Clinton—A list of birds seen by Clin- 
ton children during the coming spring 
and summer will be kept at the library. 
The names of the children reporting 
will be included in the list. 

An art exhibit of oil, water colors, 
and photographs is being held in the 
library under the auspices of the Clin- 
ton College Club. Many of the pieces 
have been shown in exhibits in New 
York and Chicago. 

Corydon—At a special election on 
March 20th the question of the estab- 
lishment of a free public library re- 
ceived a majority vote. The Woman’s 
Club, which has for a number of years 
successfully carried on a subscription li- 
brary is largely responsible for this 

- latest step which marks an advance for 


[owa as well as the town, as Corydon 
was one of the county seats and Wayne 
one of the counties without a free pub- 
lic library. 5 


Council Bluffs—Miss Mary Fuller, 
children’s librarian in the Council 
Bluffs Public Library for the past two 
years, has resigned her position to re- 
turn to her home in Sae City. Miss 
Fuller will be available for story telling 
to a limited extent, at a nominal price. . 

Miss Florence Fisher has been se- 
lected to fill the vacancy in the chil- 
dren’s department and will begin work 
April Ist. Miss Fisher is a graduate 
of the Library School at the University 
of Wisconsin, was connected win the 
children’s work in one of the branches 
in Brooklyn, and for nearly three years 
has been in charge of the children’s 
room in the Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 
Publie Library. 

The Fuertes bird slides owned by the 
Audubon Society of Omaha were re- 
cently exhibited at the Council Bluffs 
Library with an explanatory talk by 
Dr. Solon R. Towne, President of this 
society. The slides are beautifully 
colored and the collection a fine one 
and the entertainment was greatly en- 
joyed. 

In this connection a spring bulletin 
was displayed in the library with an 
exhibition of beautifully illustrated 
bird books and a collection of plans 
en for bird houses and bird 

aths. 


Davenport—Grant Law Library—A 
set of American Bankruptcy Reports in 
36 volumes has just been added to this 
library. With a view to making the 
library more available to lawyers of the 
tri-cities a reduction will be made this 
year in the membership dues. 


Davenport—High School—Miss Har- 
riet Sessions has become librarian of 
the high school library succeeding Mrs. 
J. R. Lockard who recently resigned to 
take a position in the Syracuse Univer- 
sity Library. Miss Sessions has been an 


‘assistant in the. State College Library 


at Ames for a number of years, and is 
a graduate of Pratt Library School. 











Davenport — Public Library—In fu- 
ture all adult patrons of the library will 
be asked to take care of their library 
ecards and present one whenever a book 
is borrowed or returned, thus giving 


quicker service at the desk and benefit- - 


ing both borrower and librarian. 

Des Moines—Board of Control—Miss 
Grace Shellenberger, children’s librar- 
ian in the public library for the past 
four years, has been selected as Super- 
vising Librarian of State Institutions 
under the Board of Control to succeed 
Miss Eliza Townsend, who recently re- 
signed. Miss Shellenberger’s experience 
and training render her espcially 
adapted for this phase of library work. 
She will begin her work about April 1. 

Des Moines—Library Club—A Val- 
entine Party in honor of the members 
of the Legislature was given at the pub- 
lie library on Tuesday evening, Febru- 
ary 13th. Games appropriate to the 
occasion were provided for the earlier 
part of the evening after which the 
guests adjourned to the art galleries 
where the exhibit of the Iowa Art Guild 
was on display. A play in black and 
white entitled ‘‘The Shepherdess’’ for- 
lowed, and the evening was concluded 
with refreshments served by the social 
committee. 

Des Moines—Public Library—An ex- 
hibit of 300 or more pieces of Belgian 
and French art from the Panama-Pacif- 
ic Exposition will be shown in the li- 
brary from March 10th to April 15th. 
This exhibit will be given under the 
auspices of the newly organized Des 
Moines Association of Fine Arts. 

Miss Helen Proudfoot, assistant in the 
Public Library for a number of years, 
has been appointed children’s librarian 
to fill the vacancy caused by the resigna- 
tion of Miss Shellenberger. 

Miss Theodosia Hamilton, recently 
of the library staff, has gone to 
Arkansas for an extended visit with 
her sister. Miss Eleanor LaMar of 
Chariton takes her place in the catalog- 
ing department. 

Dubuque—aAn interesting exhibit of 
miniatures, daguerreotypes, ambro- 
types, etc., was recently held at the 
12 


public library under the auspices of ¢ 
Dubuque Art Association. 


The phot pase 
graphs all belonged to members of “7 4 









association. 


The next exhibit of the associatj 
which will be held sometime duriy 
March, will consist of forty oil paint. 
ings assmbled from the current exhibj- 






tions of contemporary American paint- — e 


ings held in St. Louis, Chicago, New 
York, Philadelphia and Washin 
under the American Federation of Arts 





of Washington, D. C. This exhibit wil] ; 
be presented in only three other Iowa 









cities, Ames, Iowa City and Cedar 


Rapids. be . 


Emmetsburg—The anniversary of thei 
opening of the library was observed ag — : 
in former years by a public meeting with 
a program of music and addresses, The 
principal speaker on this Occasion way _ 
Judge N. J. Lee of Estherville who gaye — 
a thoughtful talk on the development — 
of the public library movement as one 
of the great factors in the advancement — 
of the human race through additional 
educational opportunities given there — 
by. Mr. J. L. Martin and Dr. Weeks. 
also contributed to the program. Sueh 
meetings are admirable methods not — 
only of bringing the library to the at- — 
tention of the public but also in mak- 
ing the library a place of wholesome 
entertainment. 


Fort Dodge—The vacancy in the staff — 
caused by the resignation of Miss Mar- — 
garet Chapin has been filled by the elec 
tion of Miss Catherine Cruickshank. — 
Mrs. Carpenter, who has so long and — 
faithfully served the library but who — 
has recently been ill, is able to resume — 
her work for part of each day. 

A table with rack of interesting books: | 
and magazines has been installed in a 
quiet corner of the reading room with © 
invitation to ‘‘Browsers’’ to use it. 

Grand Junction—The privileges of 
the library have now been made free to © 
those living outside the corporatiena 
limits. This is in accordance with 
ern ideas of the function of a public 
library in the widest possible use of its — 
books. 3 
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a Hawarden—The P. E. O. chapter has 


Bi ~ recently presented the library with a 


“peautiful reproduction of ‘“‘The Song 


oF 


“] of the Lark’’ by Jules Breton. 


Indianola — Simpson College — Miss 
Martha McCabe of Topeka, Kansas, has 


= ~ heen appointed librarian to fill the va- 


ae. 


eancy caused by the resignation of 
Miss Baker. 
 Jowa City—Library Club—The meet- 
” ings of the Iowa City Library Club this 
have proved unusually interesting, 
for a change was provided in the pre- 
sentation of various modern plays in- 
stead of the usual papers. The program 
from November to March included 
Lady Gregory, The Bogie Man; Martin, 
Her Husband’s Wife; Barrie, The 
Twelve Pound Look; Bennett, A Good 
Woman; Macmillan, Entre Actes. 

The officers for the year are: Presi- 
dent, Nina Shaffer; Vice-President, 
Ruth Gallaher ; Secretary, Dorothy Don- 
dore. 

Maquoketa—Miss Ida Simpson, the 
librarian, recently spent a month in 
Florida as the guest of a friend and 
returned to the library greatly invig- 
orated for her work. 

Marion—In order to increase its use- 
fulness the public library will loan 
books to the people of the rural dis- 
tricts in adjoining townships from Jan- 
aary lst to April Ist, free of charge. 

Marshalltown—Miss Naomi Fletcher 
has resigned her position as assistant in 
the public library to take up evangelis- 
tie work. 


Mason City—A special campaign of 
publicity was undertaken by the library 
during January in the way of library 
window displays and slides in the mov- 
ing picture shows, and though the 
month was cold and stormy the cir- 
culation showed a large gain over Jan- 
uary, 1916. Plans are under way for 
the remodeling of the second floor of 
the library for use as a children’s room, 
thus giving additional space now greatly 
needed for the reference work. 


Montezuma—The proposition for the 
establishment of a free public library 
for Montezuma was submitted to the 


voters at a special election on December 
22d which was carried by a satisfactory 
majority. A library board was ap- 
pointed by the mayor and a levy of 
four milis made for maintenance and 
three mills for building purposes and 


correspondence with the Carnegie Cor- 


poration and the question of a building 
site are being discussed. 


Mount Ayr—The dedication of: the 
new Carnegie building occurred on 
January Ist. A reception to the chil- 
dren was heid in the library building 
on the Saturday previous and to the 
public an hour preceding the dedication 
exercises at the church. Music was 
furnished by the High School Girls’ 
Glee Club which gave the opening num- 
ber of the program which was followed 
by an invocation by Rev. E. T. Carter. 
Rev. Raymond N. Shipman gave the 
dedicatory address—reviewing the 
work necessary for the establishment 
of a library, the evidence of progress 
which it indicates and the opportunity 
which it affords. Rev. Robert L. Welch 
presented the library to the public, and 
the presentation of the keys to the city 
was made by Miss Maude Spence, pres- 
ident of the library board, and they 
were accepted by Town Attorney H. 
C. Beard. 


The members of the present board 
were among those who were instru- 
mental in the organization of the li- 
brary association three years ago and 
to them and to others of the associa- 
tion who have labored so faithfully 
and energetically for the establishment 
of a library and the erection of the 
building large credit is due and large 
appreciation on the part of the public 
for the benefit which the library will 
bring to the town. 

Miss Maude Spence is president of the 
board. Mrs. T. J. Williams will con- 
tinue to serve as librarian. 

Miss Gretta Smith, library organiz- 
er from the Commission, assisted in the 
arrangement of the books in the new 
building. 

The building is centrally located at 
the southwest corner of the square 








and is constructed of tapestry brick 
with tile roof. The floor is covered 
with battleship linoleum. 


Muscatine—A series of art exhibits 
under the auspices of the Muscatine 
Art Club are being held during the 
winter at the Musser Public Library. 
The first of these occurred early in 
January in the form of an Art Insti- 
tute conducted by Mr. Ross Crane, head 
of the Extension Department of the 
Chicago Art Institute, in which a course 
of lectures was given in addition to the 
exhibition of a large number of paint- 
ings by prominent artists. This is the 
first institute of the kind ever held but 
is to be followed by similar ones in 
other large cities of the state. The sec- 
ond exhibit was a local arts and crafts 
display, accompanied by an exhibit of 
manual training work and drawings by 
high school pupils. 


Oskaloosa—The coming of spring is 
heralded by the public library with dis- 
plays in a number of store windows— 
some showing books and magazines 
treating of gardens of various kinds, 
others devoted to books on sports from 
skating and fishing to golf. Posters 
calling attention to the library were 
also shown in a number of windows 
where no displays appeared. 


Ottumwa—tThe library board has set 
aside a room in the library building for 
the proper care and display of history 
material pertaining to both city and 
eounty. The collection already num- 
bers old city directories, antique legal 
documents, historical articles of pio- 
neer days and old copies of early An- 
nals of Iowa telling of the days when 
Ottumwa was called ‘‘Iowaville.’’ This 
is a line of work which should be taken 
up by all libraries. 


Shenandoah—The week of February 
12th was observed as Library Week 
by the library. The newspapers de- 
voted almost the whole of the front 
pages to library matters. Library post- 
ers appeared in the store windows and 
and other methods of advertising the 
library were used. 
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Miss Blanche Alden, assistant in 
public library, has been granted a le 
of absence to attend the Library Scho 
at Riverside, California. Mrs. H. 
Deater has been appointed to fill 
vacancy during Miss Alden’s abseneg, 

Sioux City—A series of public Sy 
day afternoon concerts at the librar 
have been arranged. The first conegp 
was given on February 25th and ¢ 
program included. selections by 
Sioux City Symphony orchestra 
vocal solos. 

Miss Virginia Lewis, who former 
served as assistant in the Ken¢ 
Young Library, Webster City, has joined” 
the staff of the public library. 4 


Storm Lake—The Tuesday Club re 
cently presented the library with twa 
tables and two display racks of solid 
oak to match the other library fixtures 
The Ingleside Club donated three bookg” 
on the opera. a 4 


Washington—Window displays 
practical books from the Jane A. Chil 
cote library were made in four ste 
on the square and not only att 
attention to the library but gave evi.” 
dence that fiction was not the only 
class of books in circulation. = 
During the first week in March 
exhibit of the work of the artist Charle 
Gray was made in the library under the 
auspices of the Washington Improve 
ment League. Mr. Gray was born i 
Keokuk county near Tallyrand, 
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now resides in Washington. Dur 
Waterloo—Bulletin boards for brariet 
brary news have been placed in eae the de 
grade school building on the west the fol 
‘by the manual training instructor, fly edi 
it is planned to place such boards im ™ *hers 
all the school buildings in the city, 
Story hours for grownups have been i In t 
augurated to introduce to the pt only t 
phases of library work with child the en’ 
Miss Margaret Richardson, a frie 
loguer in the library for several . No- 
has resigned to accept a position im  labrar 
Oregon, and Miss Florence Hayes, ui) Contair 
til recently connected with the publi] @ itive 
library at Lincoln, Nebr., has been @j the lib: 
pointed to fill the vacancy. Be he was 











r City—A display of books 
} magazines on home and garden 
from the Kendall Young Li- 
"y was recently made in the window 
‘one of the furniture stores of the 


Liberty—By the provisions of 
ye will of Mrs. Sue Lewis the library 
will receive one-third the proceeds from 
ve gale of her residence property ad- 
ing the library lot on the east. Mrs. 
is was one of the early workers 
ra library and was a member of 
library board for many years. 

__ Winterset —On January 2d the pub- 
library celebrated its 25th anniver- 
. Miss Mary Cassidy, who was in 
# charge when the beginning was made 
with a few books, two tables and some 
ghairs in a small upper room, has con- 
tinued to serve the library through its 
of growth. To her loyal services 

ad earnest efforts the success of the 
library is largely due. The indebted- 
ness of the library to her was further 
inereased by the presentation of a new 
edition of the International Encyclo- 
ja as an anniversary gift. On this 
day also the library opened its doors to 
the residents of Lincoln township which 
had voted a tax to pay for this privi- 

The use which is being made of 
the library by rural borrowers is very 

g. 
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Called Away. 

‘@ During the winter a number of li- 
| @ braries have met with severe losses in 
the death of valued trustees. Notice of 
the following have come to the Quarter- 
ly editor, though doubless there are 


HORACE E,. DEEMER. 

In the death of Judge Deemer not 
mly the Red Oak Public Library but 
the entire library work of the state loses 
a friend and promoter. 

No history of the Red Oak Public 
Library ean be written which does not 
contain his name on its every page. An 
_ tive worker for the establishment of 
’ the library and its support by a tax levy, 

was appointed a member of its first 
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board of trustees and became its presi- 
dent on its organization. 

He was instrumental in securing a 
gift from the Carnegie Corporation for 
the erection of the library building, 
made the dedicatory address on its open- 
ing in 1909 and through the years since 
has always been actively and intelli- 
gently interested in its progress. Not 
long since he went to the public schools 
to urge the use of the library upon the 
pupils of the schools. 

His interest in the State Library was 
no less intense, and as chairman of the 
Book Committee he was largely instru- 
mental in building up the well rounded 
treference collection which has made this 
library one of the best equipped state 
libraries in the country. 


In 1896 through the efforts of Judge 
Deemer and Judge Kinne a Traveling 
Library system was inaugurated to the 
details of which they gave personal at- 
tention until 1902 when it was trans- 
ferred to the Library Commission that 
its work might be more widely de- 
veloped. 


**In the death of such a man—a man 
whose rare mental equipment was conse- 
erated to public service and to whom 
service was a ruling passion—in the 
death of Horace E. Deemer all are 
losers—the many recipients of his kind- 
ness, his many devoted friends, the 
causes that deserve yet lack. assistance 
and the state he loved and faithfully 
and ably served.’’ 





MRS. J. M. BRAINARD. 

Though for a number of year past 
not actively connected with the library 
Mrs. Brainard’s interest in library mat- 
ters during the earlier years of library 
effort in Waterloo was such that in her 
death, on February 25th, the library 
lost one of its earliest and staunchest 
friends. At the time of her removal to 
Waterloo with her husband and family, 
the Waterloo library was existing in a 
feeble way, helped along by entertain- 
ments and yearly subscriptions. Mrs. 











Brainard became interested in its wel- 
fare and gave it new life by her close 
attentions. Through all its varied stages 

_and different homes, she looked after it, 
until it became a free library and was 
moved into its present beautiful homes. 
She was librarian of the West side 
library for some time and later was book 
critic. 

She leaves one daughter, Miss Mary 
Brainard, first assistant in Library West. 
Out of respect for Mrs. Brainard the 
libraries East and West were closed from 
10 to 12 on the morning of her funeral. 





MRS. F. W. LORING. 

Among those early and actively in- 
terested in securing a library at Sac 
City and appointed a member of the 
board at its organization was Mrs. F. W. 
Loring. As vice-president and chairman 
of the book committee she served faith- 
fully and efficiently until her death on 
December 25, 1916. 

She was never physically strong and 
for several years would have been an 
invalid but for her determination to be 
usefully employed and when obliged to 
resign her activity in many things her 
interest in the library continued to the 
end. 

The greatest joy of her life was serv- 
ice to others and her loss will be keenly 
felt and her place difficult to fill not only 
in the library work but throughout the 
whole community for whose interest she 
labored so earnestly. 





BEN. B. JEWELL. 

Mr. Ben B. Jewell, a member of the 
Keokuk Library Board for thirty-seven 
years, passed away early in February. 
Resolutions of respect and regret were 
unanimously adopted by the board at 
their meeting on February 13th. 





MRS. R. H. FEYERBEND. 

Mrs. R. H. Feyerbend, a member of 
the New Hampton library board for the 
past six years, died at her home on 
December 23d. While never serving in 
any official capacity she rarely missed 


a meeting of the board and faithi 
and earnestly performed all com 
work to which she was assigned, — 
will be greatly missed by her asgoe 
on the board. 


Book and Periodical Excl 
The Commission desires { 
eure the July, August and Sept 
number of the General Feder, 
Magazine, and would be glad to 
from any one who can supply one ¢ 
of these numbers. 












































The Library Commission would , 
be glad to know of extra copies ¢ 
Iowa Library Quarterly or the 
A. Booklist in the possession of ib » 
ians or trustees. ug 





Buena Vista College 8 
Lake, Iowa, wishes to obtain the fe 
ing numbers of the A. L. A. Book 

Vol. 1—all numbers. a 

Vol. 2—Nos. 1, 2 3, 6, 7.90 

Vol. 3—Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
Index. 4 
Vol. 4—all numbers and Index, 


Address the librarian, Miss” 
Cooke. 





He 


Parsons College Library has an 
bers of volumes of bound magazines 
sale at very reasonable rates, al 
sets of the Encyclopedia Brittz 
cheap. Any one interested should: 
the librarian, Miss Emma L. Kirk, 





Readers’ Guide to Periodical i 


ture. 

The H. W. Wilson Company | 
make a special rate of $4.00 per y 
the quarterly cumulations to the | 
ers’ Guide to libraries not at the p 
time taking the Guide, and where ® 
than twenty of the periodicals i 
are subscribed for. 

This gives the quarterly cumula 
including the annual as soon 
lished, and to libraries which c¢ 
der the above description the exp 
ture of this amount for the I 
Guide would seem a wise one. 





